2022 annual report

French transparency
Charter on the use of
animals for scientific

and regulatory purposes

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu




French transparency Charter for the use
of animals for scientific and regulatory purposes

Biological and medical research aims to continuously increase scientific knowledge, to improve
human and veterinary medical therapies and to enhance better protection of humans, animals
and environment.

Research, either fundamental or applied, requieres models to progress. It requires an integrated
approach of synergic experimental methods based on data processing (in silico), biochemistry,
cell and tissue culture (in vitro) and the use of living animals (in vivo), as well as clinical data. In
silico and in vitro models are widely used, but are unable, based on current knowledge, to fully
replace animal models. In order to carry out high quality research, the use of animal-based
models remains therefore necessary.

The use of animals for the development and production of drugs for both humans and animals,
also needs to meet safety and efficacy regulatory requirements. In the veterinary field, the
studies are carried out on the animals for which the products are intended.

In accordance with the legal provisions of French legislations (Code rural and Civil Code civil), in
line with their convictions, the signatories of this Charter recognize that animals are living beings
endowed with sensitivity. The use of animals in scientific and medical research is framed by
specific regulations which protect them, ensure their well-being and inforce compliance of ethical
rules.

Every citizen has the right to have access to comprehensive, clear and accurate information
regarding the reasons and conditions for the use of animals for scientific or regulatory purposes,
but also the regulatory framework that guides this use, as well as the scientific and medical
progress that result from it.

To this end, the signatories of this charter, research establishments, laboratories
developing drugs for humans or animals, their partners and their representatives, agree
on four commitments :

1. To explain the reasons and conditions for using animals for
scientific and regulatory purposes

We are committed to respect a principle of transparency and openness regarding our practices
around the use of animals for scientific or regulatory purposes. We inform the people working
within our establishments but also outside the establishments that we carry out or participate in
the production of animal studies. We specify the reasons and conditions, whenever possible,
without compromising the confidentiality of the people involved and the experiments. When we
communicate on our progress, we specify the role of animal and non-animal models in these
developments.

2. To disseminate information to the general public and the
media

We are committed to making information on the use of animals for scientific or regulatory
purposes accessible to the general public and to the media. Thus, information on the use of
animals in basic or applied research and for the development of human and veterinary drugs will
be comprehensive to all and easily accessible on the different communication platforms of the
establishments, including the institutional websites.

3. To ease information flow with the general public and the media

We are committed assisting and encouraging exchanges with the general public and
communicate about them. Different methods of interaction will be implemented, such as
implementing a point of contact for the media and individuals or setting up meetings with the
public.

4. To produce an annual document outlining the progress
regarding public information

It is necessary to follow up on commitments to ensure the success of the charter. To this end, we
will report in an annual synthetic document, the actions carried out following the signature of the
charter.



> Introduction

The launch of the Transparency Charter on the use of animals for scientific and
regulatory purposes in February 2021 set France on a general course that has
since been followed by other countries such as Germany and the Netherlands.

Informing the general public about the use of animals in research is now
essential: complementarity with alternative methods, existence of a very strict
regulatory framework, major scientific and medical advances... these are all
subjects on which the signatories of the Charter are committed to shedding light
and responding to a legitimate expectation on the part of society.

This profound and essential paradigm shift is all the more necessary now that
science is regularly called into question in favour of ideological convictions or
beliefs propagated by so-called experts who are often devoid of scientific
competence. In this context, where misleading information and false promises
abound, scientific communication and dialogue between researchers and the
general public have become major issues for our society.

By signing this charter, the signatories have undertaken to open up to the
general public and the media. We strongly encourage them to continue and
intensify their efforts in this direction.

The signatories have also undertaken to contribute to the drafting of an annual
report that will enable them to take stock of the actions undertaken. This report,
now in its second edition, was drawn up after analysing the responses to a
questionnaire sent to the 40 signatories of the Charter at the end of 2022.

Ivan Balansard,
president of the Gircor

The signatories (at 31/12/2022)
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The questionnaire

Following last year's feedback, the questionnaire used as a basis for this report
was thoroughly revised with the help of the signatories. The use of a fully
integrated solution (SphinxOnline) for designing the questionnaire, collecting the
data and processing the results has made the process much smoother.

Timetable

The questionnaire was sent to signatories at the end of November 2022.
Data collection took place until mid-February 2023.

This is the response rate to the 2022 questionnaire.
97, B9, Only one signatory was unable to respond this year

due to an exceptionally tense situation

workforce situation.

32 respondents in 2021
39 in 2022
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Heterogeneity of signatories

As will be illustrated by the results on page 5, the Charter signatories have a
wide variety of profiles. This heterogeneity is a strength because it allows us to
take into account the full variety of the French animal research landscape.
However, it also makes it difficult to interpret the figures, which are difficult to
weight. Each respondent has the same weight in the answers, whatever their

profile.

Similarly, because of this diversity and the complete overhaul of the

questionnaire, it does not seem appropriate to compare the resulis in figures

from one year to the next.
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